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October 21, 2008

TO:

National Forest Counties & Schools Coalition – County & School Members

FROM:
Bob Douglas, Executive Director

RE:

Sample Resolutions as required in HR 1424 (PL 110-343 – Sect. 601(a), Division C)

Earlier we indicated that we would provide counties three sample resolutions which will hopefully meet the requirements of HR 1424.  You may want to modify them to customary form for your jurisdiction.  The timeline for completing each is included in each resolution and in our recommended timeline on our website.  Please note the short action timeline on these resolutions.  Action must be taken and transmitted to the USFS by November 14, 2008.

Resolution #1 is your determination as to whether you will continue to receive funds under the provisions of the Agricultural Reapportionment Act of 1908 or whether you will participate in the safety net provided by HR 1424.  Remember that once you sign-up for the safety net you are committed to that funding source for the next four (4) years.  For most counties the safety net will provide the greater amount of funding.  If you elect to participate in the safety net the following resolutions must be completed and transmitted to appropriate authorities.

If you are receiving more than $100,000 in revenue under this bill, than you must also include Resolution #2.
Resolution #2 is for the purpose of designating what percentage of the safety net you will use for projects on the national forests in your county.  The amounts indicated in the bill are 15% to 20%.  You must take action to determine the amount you will apply to projects.  It appears most counties at this time are planning on allocating the minimum amount, 15%, to projects, but you may allocate any amount from 15 to 20%.  Second, this resolution will also be used to indicate the percentage of the project funding to be assigned to Title II and to Title III.

This second designation has some rules:

Rule 1 – If you receive between $100,000 and $350,000 in safety net revenue, then you must assign how you want to allocate your project funds.  You have the following choices:


a)
All funds allocated to Title II, or


b)
All funds allocated to Title III, or

c)
Funds may be divided between Title II and III. (For example – if you allocated 15% for project funding, you could decide to assign 10% to Title II and 5% to Title III, or any other combination adding to 15%.)

Rule 2 – If you receive $350,000 or more in SRSCA safety net funding then you must allocate your project funding similarly, but you may not assign more than 7% to Title III.  You may assign all of your funding to Title II or you may assign 1-7% to Title III and the balance to Title II.

New Title III Requirements

Under SRSCA-2008, the projects upon which a county can spend Title III funds has been significantly restricted to three purposes:  1) carry out programs under the Firewise Communities program through education and assistance to homeowners to reduce risks from wildfire, 2) reimburse counties for the cost of search and rescue and emergency services, including firefighting on federal lands, and 3) develop community wildfire protection plans in coordination with the Forest Service and/or the BLM.  Title III projects are still subject to a 45 day notice and comment period.  Title III has a new requirement for annual certifications by counties that their Title III projects are in compliance with statutory requirements, and the Secretary of Agriculture must review those certifications annually.  These accountability measures are new additions to the law.
Resource Advisory Committee’s Required for Title II Funding

Please note that your county will need to be a participant in a Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) in order to commit Title II funds to projects.  If your county is not a participant in an existing RAC, you are encouraged to contact your USFS Forest Supervisor’s office as soon as possible to initiate the Resource Advisory Committee application process.  Resolution #3 will assist you in that process.

Again, remember these are samples which we believe communicate the required intents of local government.  You may wish to have them reviewed by your counsel before taking definitive action.
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